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MCS Dr. Anthony Collins, Prof. 
AUDIO SLIDESHOW BRIEF 1  
Guide to make a “How to X” audio slideshow 
 
What is an audio slideshow? 

An audio slideshow presents a series of photographs 
with an audio track (with speech and/or music), and is 
(usually) only a few minutes in duration.  The photographs 
continue to change every 5-8 seconds as the audio track 
progresses “underneath” the imagery. 
 
How many photographs do I need? 

The duration of the audio slide show will determine 
the amount of photographs you will need.  For example, a 3-
minute (180 seconds) audio slideshow will require around 30 
photos, assuming that photos are to be seen every 6 
seconds. 
 
What makes a good audio slideshow? 

1) A clear story with a beginning, middle, and end---A 
PROCESS. 

2) A well planned combination of audio and video elements 
3) A self contained visual topic, not something too wide-

ranging 
4) Good photographs (or other imagery) and a concise, 

clear, and well-recorded audio track, pre-planned in 
script format. 

 
How do I choose a topic? 

The options are only limited by your curiosity and 
imagination. My suggestion is to identify a PROCESS you are 
interested to develop as an audio slideshow.  For example, 
“How to make a bird feeder,” or “How to repair a bicycle 
tire,” or How to make a Thai dinner” or “How to X.” The 
main objective is to find an activity with an outcome that 
can be revealed through compelling visuals and clearly 
articulated audio. 
 
What equipment do I need? 

1) At least one digital camera to take photographs of the 
activity or process 

2) Audio recording equipment with a microphone, and 
headphones to monitor what you are recording 

3) Audio and Video editing software and hardware (i-Movie 
(MAC), Windows Movie Maker (PC), Audacity or 
Garageband (for audio only). 


