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Where can I find story ideas? 
There is no simple answer to the question, except to say 
“everywhere.” Easy to say; difficult to explain.  
 
Here are Eight Tips for spotting story ideas. 
Celebrate normalcy. You can’t write a story about every person or 
everything, but they all have stories. 
 
Understand your audience. Consider who your readers are and what 
types of things they want to read. If you aren’t sure, ask them. 
 
Observe your surroundings. Often you see things that turn into 
story ideas. Watch what people are doing. Look for signs 
(literally) of things that are happening in your area. 
 
Read everything. A great way to find good ideas is by reading 
every publication you can get, and adapting ideas to fit your pub. 
It’s ok to “borrow” ideas from other publications as long as you 
give them your own flare. 
 
Focus your topic. One of the most difficult things about 
generating story ideas is focusing them so they are feasible. 
Break big topics into several “bite-sized” chunks. 
 
Ask your sources. The people you interview for one story are 
excellent sources for your next idea. Ask them what they’re 
interested in reading about. Make notes of other story ideas you 
get during interviews.  
 
Write little stuff. Not every topic is a major story, but you may 
find some subjects that make great sidebars (smaller stories that 
run beside main ones). Be willing to develop several stories 
instead of writing just one that is really long. 
 
Eavesdrop. You can’t write stories based solely on what you hear, 
but you can get ideas from listening to people.  
 
The following is a list of things you need to remember to help you 
along the way:  

• Write in active tense 
• Don’t have too many official sources 
• Write about people, not things 
• Group all of the quotes from a single individual together 
• Focus not only on the facts, but on the merit of your ideas 
• Without central conflict, you don’t have a story 
• Don’t stop reporting until you find a surprise 



	  


