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PRESENTATION How to Become a Better Writer: Practice 
 
It takes a lifetime of practice to become a truly great 
writer.  
 
It takes significant time and practice to become a good 
writer.   
 
Personally, I am a mere mortal, so I’ll realistically aim 
to become a good writer by practicing and see how the cards 
fall from that point of view, but ultimately it’s your 
choice how high, or low, to aim, good, bad, great or 
invisible. I believe one can learn to become a good writer, 
and hopefully then I can practice to become a great writer. 
 
Practice 
To consistently practice writing is the key to improvement, 
without exception.  
 
Violinists or pianists must diligently practice each day, 
painters practice seeing and bringing brush or pen to 
paper, good chefs must practice to broaden their skills and 
pallatte, and any one who speaks a second language knows 
well that it takes practice to communicate effectively.  
You aren’t able to skip the part about practice.  Practice 
is destined to be your friend. 
 
Rewriting for yourself 
The practice of re-writing for yourself is the best 
medicine for your health as a writer; but we’ll explore 
some theory and employ some techniques intended to open new 
vistas of imagination and possibility for you, as a writer. 
 
What is good writing? Good writing is x. 
 
With the help of your keen eye/ear plus editors and 
advisors, be mindful how you use VERBS. Usually, acronyms 
drag down a story and confuse a reader. But here is one 
that can help writing:  
 
V.E.R.B.S. 
 
V is for vigor.  
Strengthen your verbs by using ones that are specific, 
descriptive, show mood and are active - plunge, dive, 
decide, kick. Avoid passive voice. Trim weak linking verbs 
such as is, has and make.  



 
E is for enthusiasm,  
The drive to want to learn more, the intention of making 
something, the desire to get the interview that no one else 
can get, and the attitude to check (assess) all names and 
facts one last time.  
Enthusiasm can drive an average writer to become a good 
writer and a good writer to become an outstanding writer.  
 
R is for rewrite, for yourself.  
Rewrite your stories as many times as possible. Double-
check facts and names. Trim your prepositions, adjectives 
and adverbs. Limit your cliches and trim or explain the 
jargon. Get rid of quotes that don’t add to your stories. 
 
B is for be specific.  
Find the details that will help the reader see, taste, 
smell, or hear your story. Look for details that will help 
you show the scene to the reader.  
 
S is for simplicity, simplify, or seeking clarity.  
If you simply seek clarity, you want the reader to 
understand your writing. Simplify by remembering that the 
best sentences are subject, verb, object. This requires 
focus, avoiding sentences with long backed-in clauses that 
are unnecessary or delay the subject. 


